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[OWA BE YOUR
PEREECSISE

A short guide to living,
working, and thriving in one
of lowa’s most unexpected

small towns.
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We're so glad you found your
way here. Whether you're
dreaming about a fresh start,
a better place to raise your
family, or a community where
your work and ideas can
thrive - we made this guide
for you.

Fairfield, lowa is a town full of
unexpected charm. It's
creative, connected, and just
the right kind of quirky. The
kind of place where people
wave from front porches, kids
bike to school, and the art
scene rivals towns five times
our size. It's also a place
where your ideas matter -
whether you're starting a small
business, working remotely, or
getting involved in community
projects.

This guide is your invitation to
explore what life could look
like here - not just the
practical stuff like cost of
living and job opportunities
(though we've got that too),
but the feel of Fairfield. The
pace. The people. The spark.
So take a look, imagine
yourself here, and if
something clicks... let's talk.

Welcome to the start of something new.



What draws people here
and why they stay

People end up in Fairfield for all kinds of reasons. A job, a
visit, a friend’s recommendation. But they stay because
they find something rare: a place that just makes sense.
Here's what we hear again and again from folks who've
made the move:

Real reasons people are choosing Fairfield:

Lower cost of living without sacrificing quality of life

A strong sense of community (people will remember your
name)

Thriving art and music scene with galleries, live shows, and
open mics

A global feel in a small-town setting — more than 50
countries represented

Work-from-anywhere ready with fast fiber internet
Access to nature: 16 miles of trails, lakes, parks, and wide-
open skies

Support for entrepreneurs and space to start something
new



SMALL-TOWN LIFE WITH ROOM
TO BREATHE AND GROW.
Fairfield offers a pace of life that lets you slow down without ever
feeling stuck. You'll find the essentials like good schools, friendly
neighborhoods, beautiful parks, along with the kind of extras you
don't expect in a town of 9,500.
Whether you're into the arts, the outdoors, or just a great Saturday
morning routine, life here offers a mix of comfort and curiosity.

Where to Live What to Do

e Charming historic homes, » Bike or walk the 16-mile Fairfield
quaint neighborhoods, newer Loop Trail
builds » Take the kids to Jefferson County

¢ Quiet neighborhoods with Park or splash at Bonnifield Lake
trees, porches, and plenty of * Catch a show at the Fairfield Arts &
bikes Convention Center

* Walkable access to schools, » Explore hidden gems like the
parks, and downtown from Carnegie Museum or Johnny Clock
many areas Museum

Where to Eat and Gather
» Global flavors from Ethiopian to
Thai to Mediterranean
* Locally owned bakeries, cafes,
and coffeeshops
= Cozy spaces where locals gather
to work, create, or just hang out

Fairfield by the Numbers
» Population: ~9,5600
s Cost of living: ~20% below national
average
e Trail miles: 16
e Locally owned restaurants: 30+
e Average home price: $175,000-
$225,000
e Public art installations: 25+
e Event calendar FULL
(check it out at Fairfield365.com)




Work, Create, Build

You don’t have to choose between a fulfilling career and a fulfilling life.
In Fairfield, you can have both. Whether you're clocking in remotely,
launching something new, or joining one of our innovative local
companies, this is a place where your work has space to grow.

Remote Ready Careers Close to Home

» Reliable, fast fiber internet Fairfield is home to employers in:
across town s Advanced manufacturing &

* Affordable housing = more engineering
financial freedom e Healthcare & wellness

» Coffee shops and coworking * Education
spaces that double as * Retail & hospitality
creative hubs * Finance

* No traffic. Just peace, Job seekers love the short
productivity, and porch commutes, strong workplace
breaks. culture, and opportunities to

make a real impact.

Start Something New

» Downtown storefronts with affordable rent

» Small business support & microloan access

* A welcoming, idea-friendly culture

» Events like pitch contests, maker fairs, and pop-ups
Here, entrepreneurship isn't just encouraged - it's part of the town'’s
identity.



APLACE TORAISE A

FAMILY

Families who move to Fairfield often say the same thing: “It just felt right.”
The town offers that elusive mix of safety, affordability, and enrichment
that makes parenting a little easier—and childhood a lot more magical.

Engaging Schools & Enrichment

* Dedicated public schools +
private/alternative options

¢ Music, theater, and STEM
programs

= After-school clubs, youth sports,
and art camps

= Cambridge Little Achievers Day
Care Center

Family-Friendly Community Events
e Storytime at the library
* Kids' zones at the Art Walk
e Parades, farmers markets, and
movie nights on the square

Play, Learn, Explore

Jefferson County Park:
playgrounds, trails, nature
programs

Bonnifield Lake: picnics, fishing,
and splash-worthy summer
days

A public library that’s actually
fun (and full of activities)
Roosevelt Aquatic Center with
indoor and outdoor pools
Fairfield Loop Trail for biking and
hiking




PLAN YOURVISIT &
STAY CONNECTED

The best way to know? Come see for yourself.

Thinking this might be your kind of place? There's only one way to know
for sure: spend a weekend in Fairfield. Walk the trails. Sip the coffee. Chat
with locals. Eat something unexpected. See how it feels.

We'd love to help you plan your visit.

A Sample Weekend in Fairfield
Friday:
* Check in at a cozy Airbnb or one of our comfy hotels
e Dinner at Istanbul Grill or Shokai Sushi
* Catch live music at a local venue
Saturday:
* Grab a latte at Cafe Paradiso
» Stop by the Farmer's Market
* Morning hike or bike on the Loop Trail
* Browse downtown shops & galleries
* Lunch at the Hungry Camel
= Afternoon at Jefferson County Park or the Carnegie Museum
e Dinner at Asian Pho Bistro or on the patio at Aranda’s
Mexican Restaurant
Sunday:
» Pastries and coffee at Bountiful Bakery
e Visit an open house or meet with a local realtor
* Scenic drive in the countryside before heading home

Need help coordinating your visit? Just let us know — we'll point
you in the right direction.



How to Get Here

* Driving: 2 hours from Des Moines or lowa City, 4.5 from Chicago
e Air Travel: Nearest airports: DSM, CID, MLI
* Train: Amtrak stop in Mount Pleasant, 25 minutes away
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Stay in Touch
» Mrachel.hillier@growfairfield.com
* - www.growfairfield.com

Stay in Touch
o MEdirector@uvisitfairfieldiowa.com
o - www.visitfairfieldiowa.com
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